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WHO and partners join hands
for universal health coverage

To mark World Health Day, the WHO Regional Office organised a ceremony in Cairo, Egypt (Supplied photo)
Our Correspondent
Muscat

The World Health Organization
(WHO) Regional Office for the
Eastern Mediterranean has
joined the world in marking
World Health Day 2019 focusing
on primary healthcare as the
path towards universal health
coverage.
World Health Day 2019
places a special emphasis on equity and solidarity – on raising the
bar for health for everyone,
everywhere by addressing gaps
in services and ensuring that no
one is left behind. These key
principles are in line with the new
Vision 2023 for public health in
the region, which calls for solidarity and action to achieve
‘Health for All by All’.
One of the major targets set
by world leaders in the United
Nations’ Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs) is achieving
universal health coverage. Primary healthcare is an essential
foundation for universal health
coverage. WHO has urged decision-makers to make sure that
health is considered in all government policies and that more
resources are invested in primary
healthcare in order to make universal health coverage a reality.
To mark World Health Day,
the WHO Regional Office organised a ceremony in Cairo, Egypt.
Hosted by Dr Ahmed al Mandhari, WHO regional director for
the Eastern Mediterranean, it
was attended by a representative
of Dr Hala Zaid, Egyptian Minister of Health and Population,
Geert Cappelaere, United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef)
regional director for the Middle
East and North Africa, Ethan
Wong, representative of the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation,

Primary
healthcare has
the ability to
reach
communities,
including the
most vulnerable
Geert Cappelaere

and Richard Dictus, United Nations resident coordinator and
United Nations Development
Programme resident representative in Egypt.
Dr Zaid commended the collaboration between WHO and
the Ministry of Health and Population of Egypt. Dr Mandhari reiterated that WHO and Unicef
have had deep-rooted partnership for primary healthcare in
1978, which was renewed in As-

tana, Kazakhstan, in late 2018.
He noted that between 80 per
cent and 90 per cent of essential
health services can be delivered
at the primary healthcare level –
including in emergencies, which
have unfortunately become a
defining feature of the region.
“In my recent visit to Yemen,
I met dozens of patients in hospitals who would have died without the essential medicines,
treatments that are part of primary healthcare services. Primary healthcare and universal
health coverage are important –
because they ensure that even
the most vulnerable have access
to essential, life-saving health
services at the primary healthcare level so that no one needs to
die of a medically treatable condition,” he said.
Unicef regional director Cappelaere said, “Primary healthcare
has the ability to reach commu-

Pact signed to set up vocational workshops
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The Ministry of Social Development (MoSD) and Daleel Petroleum have signed a financing
agreement to set up vocational
workshops for Al Wafa Rehabilitation Centre for Disabled in Ibri.
Funding will include the establishment of vocational workshops in the field of thermal
printing and packaging for children of Al Wafa Rehabilitation
Centre. The project aims to help
23 children, provide vocational
rehabilitation service and contribute to reducing the behavioural problems of centre’s

children through these workshops.
Mohammed bin Humaid al
Kalbani, director of Social Development Department in the
wilayat of Ibri said, “The project
will include the establishment of
training and rehabilitation halls
for the children of Al Wafa Rehabilitation Centre in Ibri. It aims to
rehabilitate and train children to
acquire behaviours and skills that
help them to produce and market their products. The signing of
this agreement is part of a series
of partnerships with the private
sector to support many vital and
targeted projects that we are
keen to support it.”

Muscat group performs for Swiss band
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Nine dancers from Oman flew to
Lucerne, Switzerland to perform
at the launch of Swiss music duo
Dust of Soul’s album recently.
There were eight Indian
dancers along with choreographer Dhanlaxmi Wilson Das. The
team was from the ADG Angels
Dance Group in Muscat which
undertook an approximately
7,000km journey from Muscat
to Lucerne exclusively to dance
at the Dust of Soul show.
Dust of Soul is known for its
multi-faceted Swiss singer
Saskia Stäuble, known as Dusty
and pianist Michael Odermatt,
known as MiKey. For the past six
years, they toured the US,
France, Italy, Germany, Tunisia,
Turkey, Oman and Switzerland.
Odermatt said, “The Indian
dance group opened the show
and delivered brilliant performances on the three new songs of
the Swiss duo. For the IndianSwiss title song Flow, Swiss clas-
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sical ballet dancer Alexandra
Hunziker and Swiss breakdancer
Marc Spring joined the dance
group. We met Dhanlaxmi Wilson Das in November 2018 at
one of our events in Muscat. It
was her wish to support us in
Switzerland with our dance
group after our projects in
Oman.”
He added that on March, Dust
of Soul unveiled their long-

awaited debut album Dust of Soul
in Colors in a show with Indian
dancers, Rapper, Latin-Star, Ballet and Breakdance at the Theater Pavillon Lucerne.
Saskia added, “After 110 successful live concerts around the
world, we finally came up with
our album. We are now touring
with our new album Dust of Soul
In Colors and we think of doing a
show in Muscat and another col-

laboration with the ADG Angels
Dance Group by this year. This is
to give the show an international
touch and to unite different cultures and styles also in Switzerland.”
The album was officially unveiled during the show and was
thereafter available for purchase.
It is now available to be ordered
in the Dust of Soul Online Shop,
or digital music stores.

nities, including the most vulnerable. It is through primary healthcare that most safe births
happen, children are immunised
against preventable diseases,
and their nutrition status
checked. It is increasingly where
the first line of psychosocial support can be given, where child
victims of violence can be identified and then better protected,
where families can be provided
with the best advice to take care
of their children, including by
adopting safe hygiene practices,
and where delays in development can be diagnosed early for
timely interventions and treatment.”
During the event, the Primary
Health Care Performance Initiative (PHCPI) of the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation was launched
to support measurement and improvement of primary healthcare
in the region.
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Al Jisr holds event
in health training
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Muscat

In preparation for the National
Health Nutrition Campaign, Al
Jisr Foundation held a training
programme called ‘Communication for Behavioural Impact
(COMBI) in Health and Social
Development’, at Hotel Muscat
Holiday.
It was organised in partnership with Ministry of Health
(MoH) and World Health Organization (WHO).
The programme aimed to
point out some of the common
unhealthy dietary behaviour in
the local community, equipping
participants with essential skills
in communication, awareness,
and health education through
implementation of flexible,
seamless, and practical models
in promoting healthy behaviour.
It also looked to enable the
health personnel to market
strategic objectives, hence influencing targets’ nutritional behaviour. The programme came as a
result of the National Nutrition

Survey conducted in 2017, which
showed the prevalence of malnutrition problems in the sultanate. Also, the survey revealed
that most of the prevailing nutritional problems among the population need an intensive
intervention to be resolved.
The training programme was
organised to enhance the efficiency of communication to the
citizens and to identify practical
and simple behavioural solutions, aiming to understand the
habits of the local communities
to create impactful and effective
messages.
Al Jisr Foundation believes in
the importance of boosting graduates’ talents by engaging job
seekers and the graduates in
local initiatives and projects.
Therefore, it believes in providing
an opportunity for youth to create a positive impact, including
them as focal volunteers in upcoming stages in the National
Nutrition Campaign. The programme involved lectures, discussion sessions, workshops,
field visits, etc.
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